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uiz of Diaz 


—T : y Robert Berrellez , ae f 
HAVANA, July 12,(AP) — Prime Minister Castro 
charged that by taking testimony from Maj. Luis Diaz) 
Wanz, former Cuban Air Force chief who fled to thell 
United States, a United States Senate subcommittee 
interfered in Cuba’s internal. affairs. 
_Castro called Diaz “the Ben-* ———___________ 
edict Arnold of Cuba,” . traitors by receiving “in secret 
Castro angrily told_a tele-|session the Benedict Arnold of 
vision audience last night that/Cuba,” and asked what Ameri. 
the Internal Security Subcom-! cans would think if their army 
mittee’s action was unfriendly,|chief “became a traitor, a de- 
and ‘confirmed “our suspicion serter and the revolutionary 
that foreign agents were ‘in- government (of Cuba) would 
volved” in Diaz’ defection and/receive him with honors in al 
accusation that Cuba’s armed secret meeting?” 
forces were peppered with Castro, who has repeatedly|' 
Communists, denied that communism poses 
Tentative plans‘eall for the] any threat to Cuba, declared 
subcommittee to hold a pub-|the subcommittee hearings 
lic hearing in Washington with! would not strengthen Cubant|; 
Diaz Monday. Informants said} y, §, relations ‘‘becausel, 
the subcommittee already has] friends ate won with friend- 
heard him twice in secret. ship and not with threats.” 
| Castro said the entire mat- The speech, reflecting senti- 
ter could go before the Or- ments of many Cubans whol! 
ganization. of ‘American States] oppose all criticism of ‘their 
~—& group whose services Cas-| present regime, was one of 
tro spurned after charges that/|the bitterst attacks Castro has; 
his regime was backing armed made on the United States’ 
expeditions against the Do-| since he assumed power 
minican Republic, Jan. 1, ; 
He charged that the Senate] Meanwhile, Acting Foreign 
subcommittee encouraged| Minister Armando Hart said 
Cuba would soon formally re- 
quest the extradition of for-| 
(mer Sen. Rolando Masferrer, 
and other hackers. 9f former 


President Fulgencio Batista 
who. have fled to the United 
"States, Batista is in Ciudad 
“Prujillo, capital of the Domin- 
ican Republic. P 
Hart also said the govern- 
‘ment is considering asking 
that Diaz be extradited. 
‘Tn an obvious reference .0! 


duce foreign aid to countries . 
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& Tips muses 
July 11, 1959 THE ae ee POST 


Maj. Pedro Diaz Lanz, for- 
mer chief of Castro’s Air 
Force, was. “delivered” to 
|Chairman: James Eastland (D- 
Miss.) of the Senate Internal 


Security Subcommittee by the 
Immigration and Naturaliza- |. 
tion Service. 

Diaz has been a hot pawn 
in an amazing cloak-and-dag- 


_{Maneuver will play right into 
Castro’s hands, negating what 
{value might have been at- 
“|tached to Diaz’ defection, 
‘| Eastland last. September|: 
said some kind things abaut|: 
Castro's mortal enemy, Dicta-| 
¢ tor Rafael Trujillo of the Do-|' 
minican Republic, in address-{ 
28M/ing a joint session of the Do-| 
Vilkin- minican legislature, _. - + 
sistant su-|_ Thus, officials here. will no 
trict pub-}be surprised if Castro cites 
Diaz’ appearance before the 
Committee as “proof” that 
Diaz’ defection was part of a 
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HAVANA, July 1 (UPD) was executed by Castro’s fore- 


_atiti-Fidel Castro organization| Police were seeking the 


forces pressed a campaign to official license plates. 
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nti-Castro Quarters Raided 


be nptbe 

salon as a “front,” the com-{ance. The former Air Force 

mander said. chief has already appeared at 
Other Government agents/|a secret session of the subcom- 

were busy trying to track;mittee. : 

down the owners of anti-Cas-| Diaz Lanz resigned June 20 

tro leaflets which were hurled/charging that Cuba’s ‘armed 


into the streets and gardens|forces were infiltrated with 
in suburban Vedado. Communists. Castro and his 


Troops fought thelr way into/es for killing 35 Castro reb- 
the headquarters of an alleged |els. 


arid killed one man in subur-/identity of a carload of men 
‘ban Guanabacoa today. who shot up suburban Luyano 
- Authorities reported, seven |early this morning and then 
accused conspirators were ar- fled afoot after abandoning 


rested as police and the armed |their car. The vehicle bore followers have repeatedly de- 


: . nied this. 
Dias Lanz Testimony Acting Foreign Minister 
May Anger Cubans Armando Hart told newsmen 
- his government would soon 


Officials said they were 
\tipped off that a band opposed 
aid it also to - Castro had gathered in a 

re SBE. ~new|private home in Guanabacoa} HAVANNA, July 11 (AP)/formally request the extra- 
anti-Castfo band, called “The|to. plot a program of terror|The appearance of former|dition of former Sen. Rolando 
Western Anti-Revolutionary|and sabotage to coincide with|Cuban Air Force chief Pedro|Masferrer and other support. 
Organization” in another raid,|the forthcoming July 26 anni-|Diaz Lanz before public hear-jers of ‘former dictator Fulgen- 
He was identified as Juan Wal-|versary of Castro’s rebeljing of the Senate Internal|cio Batista who have taken ref- 
frido Despaigne Moret, 24, a movement: Security Subcommittee, tenta-| uge in the United States. 
former soldier in the army of| - When the soldiers charged|tively set for Monday, is| Asked if Cuba would seek 
exiled dictator Fulgencio Ba-jinto the home, the district}expected to inflame the anti-|the extradition of Diaz Lanz, 
tista. bk BAS ote military commander said, they|Americanism among support-|whose resignation and flight 

: Despaigne later escaped|“encountered resistance” and|ers of Prime Minister Fidel} Castro called a “cruel blow to 
rom his cell, touching off an|were forced to open fire. Castro. . |the revolution,” Hart said 
thtensive may hunt, - The raiders found a portrait} Observers predicted Castro|“that is under consideration 

Despaigne’s father, a lieu-|of Batista on the wall of the/himself would be angry on/but we will deal with the war 
tenant in the Batista army,!home which used a gambling{learning of Diaz Lanz’ appear-!criminals first.” f 


t “terrorist”. 


resistance 
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 Wposya sis. 
_ fMearme NK 
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|The Washingten Merry-Go-Round 


Defecting Cuban Chief ‘Exploited’ 


until 
‘could exploit § 


By Drew Pearson 


The inside story can now be 
told how Immigration Com- 
missioner Joe Swing and Red- 
hunter Julian Sourwine kept 
Fidel Castro’s 


Lanz, away 
from the State 
Department 
they 


him for their 

own purposes, 
Their con- 

.spiracy resulted in sensational 

|headlines that severely dam- 

‘aged Pan-American relations. 

‘It also gave Castro an oppor- 


Pearson 


‘tunity to blast the U. S. for 


interfering in Cuban affairs 
when actually we have re- 
mained meticuously out. 
What most North Americans 
may not realize is that Sen. 
James Eastland of Mississippi, 
Chairman of the Internal Se- 


‘curity Subcommittee, is un- 


popular with dark - skinned 
Latin Americans not only for 
advocating white supremacy 
but for championing the Do- 
minican Republic’s hated dicta- 
tor, Rafael Trujillo. So when 
Mdjor Lanz testified under 
Kastland’s auspices, it played 
right into Castro’s hands. 


Major Lanz happens to be 
against all dictators, whether 
it is Castro, under whom he 
once fought, or Trujillo, whose 
kind he fought against. But 
being innocent of American 
politics, Lanz was easily hood- 
winked by Eastland’s agents. 
Result: By reminding Latin 
America that Eastland ‘had 
praised Dictator Trujillo lav- 
ishly in a speech to the Do- 
minican legislature, Castro 
was able to discount the sin- 
cere young major’s testimony. 

Here is how he was ma- 
neuvered away from the State 
Department into Eastland’s 
clutches. 


How They Escaped 
Before he fled from Cuba, 
Lanz used Associated Press 
correspondent Harold Milks 
as a go-between to inform the 


American Embassy of — his 
plans to defect. . His 
brother, Sergio Diaz Brull, 


sailed into. Havana harbor in 
a ‘sailboat to pick him up. 

The brothers loaded a small 
arsenal of weapons aboard the 
boat before casting off. They 
were accompanied by Lanz’s 
19-year-old wife, Tania, and a 
faithful friend, Carlos Eche- 
goyen. 

Upon their arrival at a 
Miami oil dock, Brull prompt- 
ly called the customs office, 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


which notified immigration au- 
thorities, When they discov- 
ered the Cuban wetbacks. in- 
cluded Castro’s former Air 


Force head, District Immigra- 


tion Director Edward Ahrens 
in Miami sent word to Com- 
missioner Swing in Washing- 
ton. | ; 

Army Intelligence officers, 
who had been tipped off by 
the military attache in Ha- 
vana, also showed up. But 
upon orders from General 
Swing, a West Point class- 
mate of Eisenhower’s, - the 
immigration authorities 
whisked Lanz away from Army 
Intelligence and held him in- 
communicado on a yacht. The 
State Department, which is 
supposed to handle interna- 
tional matters, was kept in the 
dark, 


Eastland Group Notified 
Instead, Swing called East- 


haif |land’s committee and reported 


Lanz’s arrival to its counsel, 
Julian Sourwine. Recognizing 
the headline value of such a 
prize witness, Sourwine ar: 
ranged with Swing for Lanz 
to be turned over to the com- 
mittee. 

The first hearing was held 
behind closed doors, after 
which Sourwine solemnly in- 
structed the Major not to 
speak to newspapermen for at 
least a week. What Lanz 


Friday, July ‘24, 1959 C15. 


didn’t know was that Sour- 
wine. had arranged to let a 
friend, Milwaukee publicity 
man Robert Siegrist, break 
the exclusive story, 
But Sourwine hadn’t calcu: 
lated on Connecticut’s Sen, 


.Tom Dodd, a Committee mem- 


ber,. who refused to keep the 
closed-door testimony secret 
even for a week. . 

When Dodd threatened: to 
release it himself, Lanz was 
hastily called back to repeat 
in open session what he had 
told the Committee behind 
closed doors, At one point, the 
hearing was dramatically’ in- 
terrupted while a bomb-dis- 
posal crew searched the room 
for an alleged bomb. 

After the hearing, Sourwine 
secretly sent Lanz. to Robert 
Siegrist’s home in Milwaukee 
“for security. reasons.” With 
cavalier disregard for his 
guest’s security, however, Sie- 
grist arranged a radio inter- 
view at his home and nego- 
tiated to sell Lanz’s story to 
Life magazine. 

Life finally paid $2000 for 
the right to the Lanz story, 
and the Cuban refugee duti- 
fully allowed himself to be in- 
terviewed by Siegrist. 

Then,. sick of all the fan- 
fare, Lanz fled from Milwau- 
kee, as he had from Cuba, to 
seek a quiet life in Texas. 
(Copyright, 1959, Bell Syndicate, Inc.) 
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Bomb Scare Disrupts Hearing 
f Former Castro Air Chief 


By James Clayton 
Staff Revorter 
In a Congressional hearing, 
dramatically interrupted by: a| 
bomb scare, Fidel Castro’s 
former Air- Force Chief* yes- 
terday charged that Castro has 
brought a Communist dicta- 
torship to Cuba instead of 
the liberty and freedom he 
promised. , 
The Chief, Maj. Pedro Luis 
Diaz Lanz, told the Senate 


Internal Security Subcommit- 
tee that Castro, his brother 
Raul, and other high Cuban 
officials are Communists. He 
said Castro is turning Cuba 
into a Caribbean center for 
communism, 

Diaz had just begun this 
testimony when the subcom- 
mittee recessed and Sen. James 
O. Eastland (D-Miss.) an- 
nounced that he had been 


reliably informed “that an 
attempt will be made to injure 
- the witness.” 


Hearing Room Searched : 


While Diaz and his 19-year- 
old wife, Tania, waited with a 
half dozen Senators in an ad- 
joining room and newsmen 
and spectators waited in the 
hall, police and_ soldiers 
’ searched the hearing room in 
the New Senate Office Build- 
ing. 

The soldiers were seen turn- 
ing over chairs and using ‘what 
appeared to be bomb detec- 

' tion equipment. 

After a delay of almost an 
hour, newsmen and sypecta- 
tors were readmitted to the 
room under careful screening 
by Capitol policemen who 
barred packages and looked 
under raincoats. 

‘Then the hearing resumed, 
with a half dozen uniformed 
officers scattered around the 
walls and another stationed 
outside the windows on the 
roof of another portion of the 
pbuilding. 


Said To Be FBI Tip 


Eastland said after the hear- 
ing that no bomb or other dan- 
gerous weapon -had -been 
found in the search. He would 
not reveal where he obtained 
his information on the threat 
but other sources indicated 
that it came from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Diaz has been in Washing- 
ton for a week and has ap- 
peared before the subcommit- 
tee in secret session. He has 
been assigned a 24-hour guard 
by the Metropolitan Police 
Department at the Subcom. 
mittce’s request. 

Diaz. was. heard in public 
session over the objection of 
the State Department and the 
denunciation of the subcommit-} 
tée by Castro. Castro has 
called his former fellow revolu- 


Two military men (right), believed to be after searchi 


members of a bomb disposal team, leave 
2 : 


June. He escaped in a sail- 
boat, arriving in Miami with 
his wife, a half-brother, Seigio 
Diaz Brull, and another man 
early .this month His wife 
sat with him yesterday but 
seemed quite nervous. 

Diaz explained that he joined 
the Castro movement late in 
1956. “I joined Castro because 
I believed he could bring 
democracy and freedom to my 
country,” he said. 

A former commercial air- 
line pilot; Diaz said he once 
flew a plane loaded with arms 
from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
to the Cuban mountain hide- 
out of Castro before the-revolu- 
tion succeeded last January. 

Asked why he had left the 
Castro government, Diaz an- 
swered, “Because he brought 
communism to my country.” 

Diaz said he had heard 
Castro make many statements 
which showed attachment to 
the Communist cause. As an 
example, he quoted Castro as 
once saying, “I’m going to give 
this country a system like 
\Russia has. and even hetter|Domingo.. 

... Some day the banks will] Asked specifically by Sen. 
disappear... I’m going to/Kenneth B. Keating (R-N.Y.) 
take the land of everybody.” |if he thought Castro and his 


United Press International 


MAJ. PEDRO LUIS 
DIAZ LANZ 
. «+ Cuban testifies 


troops and guns at Santo 


tionary “the Benedict Arnold 


Diaz testified that Castro|brother, Raul, are members 


of Cuba.” The State Depart-jpersonally: directed last/of an international Communist 
ment asked that Diaz’s testi|month’s abortive invasion ofjorganization, Diaz replied in 


mony be kept secret. to soothe|the Dominican Republic. 


an, a, ABBIOVER Foe, 


Castro government late 


in|to pilot a plane which landed 


He|broken English that he is 


PASE HO aMAAT 


a labor leader, as the “top 


Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz was testifying. 


jand agrarian reform. 


coh oe ae eee 


United Press Internatlonatl 


ng the room in which Maj. 


¢— 


Communist” in Cuba and he 
said Communists head the. 
armed forces, defense depart; 
ment, ministry of education,; 


Castro’s sharp reaction to 
Diaz’s statements indicated 


how deeply his defection 
wounded the bearded Cuban 
Jeader. In a speech Monday, 
Castro shouted that Diaz “was 
received with honors as if we 
are threatening the internal 
security of the United States.” 

He said it was curious that 
Eastland, the subcommittee 
chairman, had made a speech 
to the legislature of the Do- 
minican Republic last year 
praising Dominican Dictator 
Rafael Trujillo. 

Castro has been attacking 
Trujillo as a despot and Tru-: 
jillo has charged that. Castro. 
is behind recent: attempts to’ 
overthrow the Trujillo regirne. | 

[In Havana, among the first: 
Cuban officials to deny Diaz 
Lanz’s Communist charges was 
Acting Minister of State, 
Armando Hart, one of those 
named by Diaz Lanz as a 
Communist, Associated Press 
reported. 

[Emerging from a confer- 
ence with President Manuel 
Urrutia, Hart told newsmén: 
“When they can’t call our 
nmment corrupt or de- 
gic, they call us Com 4. 
| nists.”] 


